
1 

BT N 9453 

 

TECHNICAL BOARD 

CEN/BT/TCMG Meeting Agenda item: 2.5 

For decision Issue date: 2014-03-04 

Simultaneous circulation to CENELEC/BT        

SUBJECT 

CEN/WS ‘Learning Technologies’ - Disbandment 
 

BACKGROUND 

The issues surrounding the activities of CEN/WS ‘Learning Technologies’ were already brought 
to the attention of CEN/BT members at the 48th BT/TCMG meeting in December (agenda item  
3.3 - BT N 9384). 
 
In Follow-up to the discussions at the 48th BT/TCMG meeting, CCMC convened for a meeting 
with DG ENTR, DG EAC and DG CONNECT to discuss the WS/LT as well as the concept of 
‘open standards’ in the EC Communication COM(2013) 654 ‘Opening Up Education: Innovative 
teaching and learning for all through new Technologies and Open Educational Resources’. The 
report of the meeting is attached (Annex 1 to BT N 9453). 
 
Considering that the issues presented in BT 9384 regarding the Workshop opinion about CEN 
rules, continue and, additionally, taking into account the conclusions of the meeting with EC 
together with the fact that CEN WS/LT has no projects in its work programme, a proposal for 
disbandment of the Workshop is put forward for decision. 
 
With regard to the EC Communication COM(2013) 654, CEN will await potential future 
standardization requests in support of this communication. Any future initiatives should follow 
the existing procedures set out in the CEN Internal Regulations, related to the appropriate 
composition of the technical body and especially respecting CEN IPR rules. 

According to the CEN rules, once a technical body has been disbanded, the CEN national 
member holding the Secretariat remains responsible for the organization of the regular 
maintenance of the CWAs. AENOR confirms that it would retain responsibility for the 
maintenance of the deliverables. 

PROPOSAL(S) 

BT/TCMG, on behalf of BT, 

• noting that CEN WS Learning technologies has no ongoing standardization projects and 
has thus completed its work programme (see BT N 9453); 

• decides to disband the CEN WS ‘Learning technologies’. 
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Meeting report 
Meeting/Event:  
Meeting on the EC COM Open - Up Education 
Organiser: CCMC Date: 2014-01-22 
Presentation by CCMC (where applicable) CCMC attendees Jean Paula Vetsuypens 

Cinzia Missiroli 
Alina Iatan 

 European Standardization System and European 
Deliverables 

 

Participants/audience:  CCMC objective:  
AENOR- Javier Garcia, Fernando Garcia  
DG ENTR UNIT E4 -André Richier  
DG ENTR B 5-  Stefan Nonneman  
DG CNECT UNIT 4 - Marco Marsella  
DG EAC UNIT A3 -  Ricardo Ferreira  

   
 

- to discuss the open standards concept 
included by DG EAC in the COM ‘open-up 
education’  
- explain the European stnadridsation system 
and the provisions of CE-CLC Guide 10 -legal 
and commercial aspects of related CEN 
publications 

Background: 
In 2013, the European Commission (DG EAC and DG CNNECT)  issued EC Communication 
COM(2013) 654 ‘Opening Up Education: Innovative teaching and learning for all through new 
Technologies and Open Educational Resources that sets out as policy objectives technical 
interoperability of educational resources such as software applications and any other materials in 
support of education- through standards. More specifically, the EC COM refers to ‘open standards to 
be developed by CEN and CENELEC’ but also to quality of the educational resources. 

 

Summary of the meeting:  
1. Discussion around the current situation of the education sector 

DG EAC explained the policy objectives of this Communication, i.e. to fo fully explore the potential of 
ICT to allow open and more flexible learning and  education, aligning them with the current digital 
world. To this aim, EC addresses ICT tools, open educational resources, and open practices in view of 
improving education systems though current practices, such as  personalised learning, new learning 
experience, and an improved use of resources. Such measures also promote equity by increasing the 
availability of knowledge. 

EC pointed out that they have been consulting different stakeholders on  how to best implement the 
actions set out in the Communication. They are looking for the right means and criteria of evaluation 
for ‘open education resources’.  In this context, they were approached by the CEN WS ‘Learning 
Technologies’  to discuss the openness of the educational resources and CEN’s position regarding the 
Workshop experts. 

Jean Paul Vetsuypens  made a presentation about the CEN standardisation system with focus on the 
development of standards and CWAs pointing out legal aspects such as CEN exclusive copyright on 
its publications and conditions under which ICT CWAs are made available free-of-charge on the CEN 
website only. He also pointed out that any other arrangement is  to be decided by the  CEN members 
and that a financial compensation would be necessary. It was nonetheless clarified that CEN and 
CENELEC  willingness to support EU policies remains unchanged, but that a compromised solution 
would need to be found.    

DG EAC and DG CNNECT clarified that open resources were those situations where all individuals 
might learn anytime, anywhere, with the support of anyone, using any device, and therefore 
interoperability and quality of resources need to be addressed, and that whatever is produced, it shall 
not be technology dependent. Apart from that, it is important to use open licenses when sharing open 
educational resources.  

Mr Nonneman explained in general terms the regulation 1025/2012, the principles for standardization 
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requests to CEN and the conditions under which EC funding is allocated for the standardisation work. 
The Union Annual Work programme for standardization comprises the exclusive list of sectors and 
priorities that are to be mandated and possibly funded by EC next year, and therefore DG EAC and 
DG CNNECT have to make sure that a reference to education and ICT tools/ Education through IT in 
support to education is added in the Annual Work programme for 2015.  

2. Discussion around the situation of the CEN WS LT 

DG EAC representatives recognised that some members of  the CEN WS LT approached them in view 
of presenting their concerns about CEN not supporting the development of open standards and 
implicitly the EU policy objectives. 

The involvement and consultation with relevant industry/ stakeholders (teachers, publishing houses) 
during the projects’ development was missing. DG ENTR representative pointed out that deliverables 
developed in the recent years addressed educational aspects only from a theoretical point of view and 
most probably  will not continue funding the WS projects.  

Last, CCMC presented its intentions to close down the workshop given the impossibility to agree with 
CEN WS LT experts.  
 
Evaluation: 
The meeting allowed for clarifications on policy objectives on eLearning  as well as  on the ‘open 
standards’ concept.  
CCMC also noticed DG EAC potential interest in the standardization process and we hope that 
standards for open educational resources will be referenced in the Annual Work programme.  
 
Actions / impact for CCMC: 

• CCMC to follow up the discussion with CEN/BT in view of disbanding the workshop 

• CCMC to investigate how standardisztion can support education policy, i.e. openness of 
education   
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